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The Omniscient God is the greatest Lord. Ahiiman is the evil
spirit that keeps back the advancement of the world. May that Evil
Spirit with all his accomplices remain fallen and dejected. O Omni-
scient Lord, I repent of all my sins. I repent of all the evil thoughts that
I may have entertained in my mind, of all the evil words that I may
have spoken, of all the evil actions that I may have performed. May
Ahnra Mazda be praised. May Ahriman, the evil spirit, be condemned.
The will of the righteous is the most praiseworthy.

During this prayer the priest puts the kusti round the child's
waist. They then repeat together the following Credo :

O Almighty, come to my help. I am a worshipper of God. I am
a Zoroastnan worshipper of God. I agree to praise the Zoroastrian
religion, and to believe in that religion. I praise good thoughts, good
words, and good actions. I praise the good Mazdayasman religion
which curtails discussions and quarrels, which brings about kinship or
brotherhood, which is holy, and which, of all the religions that have
yet flourished and are likely to flourish in the future, is the greatest, the
best and the most excellent, and which is the religion given by God to
Zoroaster. I believe that all good things proceed from God. May the
Mazdayasnian religion be thus praised !

How little the daily repetition of this creed has destroyed odium
theologicum, the most persistent weed to grow in the fertile soil
of our poor humanity, will be shown in our next chapter.

The priest then pronounces a benediction, invoking blessings
on the ruler of the land, on the community, and on the novice.
The priests are paid their fees, the guests are garlanded, and
the proceedings terminate, with light refreshments to follow in
some cases, while the family priest takes the child for his first
visit to the Fire-temple.

The prayers have been quoted at this length because they
are of special importance, being repeated at the ceremonial
untying and re-tying of the kusti, which is supposed to be
done on getting out of bed in the morning, before meals,
before saying prayers, after a bath, and on other occasions.1
Allowing for three meals and one bath only, a Parsi would
have to repeat them at least seven or eight times a day: it is
not surprising that' a modern Parsi sometimes neglects to do

1 Only the two prayers on this page are so used.
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